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    Apologies for the following omission!  - in particular to David Matthews for ruining his excellent 

article. I have no idea how it happened. A whole page would have been more expected than this half of 

one. However………… 

    The passage links pages 29 & 30 in the hard copy, and pages 31 & 32 in the e-version. 

 

“Cosmetically, the car was in excellent condition when I purchased it…. 

 

with just a few odd patches of surface rust which, I am ashamed to say, still need attention.  Various 

body panels had been resprayed at different times, but the original colour of Speedwell Blue has been 

preserved.  The interior was also pretty authentic except for replacement of the original Healey steering 

wheel with a smaller alloy rally style one.  Originals are as rare as hen’s teeth, so I have opted for a 

wooden-rimmed Moto-Lita replacement.  Although Frogeyes were never sold with carpets (just rubber 

mats) the aftermarket ones fitted were life-expired.  I have since purchased a new set and will be fitting 

them, together with a layer of underlay, as a winter project. 
 

The major technical issues I had to sort out were as follows : 

1) an intermittently-working master cylinder (shared between both clutch and brake) 

2) various electrical/ignition issues 

3) loss of compression in one or more cylinders 

4) severely corroded bonnet hinges 
 

The latter had to be sorted as a matter of urgency – it’s a very heavy one-piece steel bonnet and the 

thought of being “crocodiled” while working in the engine compartment didn’t bear thinking about!  In 

the event I removed the bonnet completely, which made access so much easier for working through the 

other jobs.  Soon after starting work on the car my work schedule didn’t allow much free time to 

continue on it so, over an extended period, I farmed the work out to a series of so-called classic car 

workshops!  The standard of work varied from barely acceptable to downright poor.  I have found it 

very difficult to locate good, reliable companies who actually know what they are doing with old 

motors.  Consequently, the car was pushed to the back of my garage and I bought a secondhand MX5, 

as I was missing the exhilaration of fresh air motoring!   

    In 2016 I discovered another specialist company not too far from where I live.  I decided to give 

them a try and the results have been very rewarding.  They started by sorting out the electrical problems 

including fitting a concealed Lumenition optronic ignition unit to the distributor.  This has worked 

wonders and means I no longer have to adjust and change the points and condenser.  Next, they turned 

their attention to the… 

 

…engine and carried out a complete rebuild.” 

 

 

 

 

 

  


